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Unlocking the Potential of Our 
Region’s Disconnected Youth 

On October, 17th the Hampton Roads Community Foundation 
launched a series of regional forum events under the heading of 
Understanding Hampton Roads. The focus of this breakfast 
forum was the plight of disconnected youth in Hampton Roads. 
As the invited cosponsor of the event, Together We Can 
Foundation-Smart Transitions was represented by executive 
director, Tom Crockett, board chair, Cindy Curtis and several 
TWC board members.

The guest speaker was Kristen Lewis, the Director of Measure of 
America and author of several influential national studies of 
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NAP Credits 

Together We Can Foundation 
still has a small quantity of 
Neighborhood Assistance 
Program Tax Credits available 
for qualifying donations. If you 
are interested, email us at 
tcrockett@twcfoundation.org. 

TWC New Board 
Members 

We are 
pleased to 
announce that 
Barbara 
Brinson and 
Kathleen 
Kaurup have 
joined the 
TWC Board of 
Directors. Both 
women bring 
an impressive 
track record of 
serving youth 
in need in both 

the civic and non profit arenas. 

New TWC Website 

Please visit our new TWC 
Website, developed by our 
friends at 
Norfolk’s 
TechArk 
Solutions.
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disconnected youth. Ms. Lewis shared the latest data on 
disconnected youth in Hampton Roads, with the takeaway being 
that while an improved economy has helped with the issue of 
disconnection in Hampton Roads, it has not helped enough and 
after factoring in the impact of youth in the military, we are still 
looking at an overall rate of disconnection of about 12.7%.

Some of our cities and neighborhoods are struggling more 
profoundly with youth disconnection than others. Portsmouth 
and neighborhoods in Norfolk are up at 19.2% of youth being 
disconnected, but even more affluent cities like Chesapeake and 
Virginia Beach are at 13.2% and 10.7% respectively.

Ms. Lewis outlined some of the strategies that have been 
successful as a regional or metropolitan initiative but stressed 
that success in actually reducing youth disconnection almost 
always requires a backbone organization willing to take the lead 
in determining a baseline, help set a common goal that is 
ambitious yet realistic, track progress, coordinate among 
stakeholders, and manage a collective data infrastructure.

We clearly have our work cut out for us, but kudos to the 
Hampton Roads Community Foundation for recognizing the 
importance of this issue in our community.
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Success Story: 
DeAngelo Thompson 

DeAngelo Thompson wants you 
to stay in school. He wants you to 
put forth the effort and fight for 
what you want out of life. He 
wishes he had done the same, 
though fortunately, he’s got a few 
more chances. I say, “hindsight is 
20/20,” and DeAngelo chuckles, 
then shrugs. I met DeAngelo as a 
student in one of the Together 
We Can Foundation’s Smart 
Transitions Life Work Portfolio 
Course. He was a good student 
and he impressed me, so I 
followed up with him. He and I sat 
down in the dining room of 
Union Mission Ministers (UMM) in 
Norfolk, discussing how and why 
he got there, and most 
importantly, what’s next. 

To learn more about DeAngelo, 
check out our blog at 
www.twcfoundation.org. 

Harvest Bellante, TWC Program Director 
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YOUTH OUTCOMESYOUTH SERVED BY YEAR

TOTAL YOUTH SERVED WITH 
DIRECT SERVICE TO DATE:

Direct Service includes classes and 
extended courses taught by TWC Smart 
Transitions staff with youth tracked for 
outcomes.

Indirect Service includes publication and 
distribution of Smart Transitions Guides 
and resource materials as well as staff 
training for educators, guidance counsel-
ors, mentors, social workers, parents, and 
youth-serving staff.

TOTAL YOUTH SERVED WITH 
INDIRECT SERVICE TO DATE:

1075
902
775
487
346
127

2017-18

2016-17

2015-16

2014-15

2013-14

2012-13

2011-12 72

3784 42,000

Service Area
Virginia Beach

Norfolk

Portsmouth

Chesapeake

Suffolk

Hampton

Newport News

Franklin/Southampton Co.

Isle of Wight County

Total Income FY 2017-2018: $307,444                  Total Expenses FY 2017-2018: $298,760

Annual Report, FY 2017-2018 
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How You Can Help 
At Together We Can, we are very proud of our outcomes with 
youth but we are equally proud of the efficiency with which we 
operate. 93% of the funds we receive go toward youth 
programming so you know that any donation you make will be 
well used and actually reach a youth in need. Nearly a quarter of 
our income comes from generous and compassionate donors like 
you who’ve said no the idea that some of our youth are disposable 
and yes to the idea that each generation of young people—our 
future workforce—is worth investing in. Without donations 
from people like you, over 250 youth would not have been 
served in 2017-18.

That’s 250 youth that would not have developed a transition plan 
for after high school, would not have identified and learned to 
express an attractive and marketable personal and professional 
“brand,” and would not have developed the tools and resources to 
find employment and ultimately break the cycle of minimum wage 
poverty.

Please consider joining our Holiday Giving Campaign between 
now and December 31st (see box to the right). Your donation made 
before December 31st will be a tax deduction, but, more 
importantly, it will give a youth hope. If you are not in a position to 
make a donation, please consider liking us on FaceBook and 
sharing our posts and work with your friends (https://
www.facebook.com/SmartTransitions/).

If you are interested in Neighborhood Assistance Program 
(NAP) tax credits, we do have a small quantity left available for 
business or individual contributions of $500 or more on a first-
come first-served basis. If you are interested email us directly at 
tcrockett@twcfoundation.org as soon as possible.

Smart Transitions    
Holiday Giving Campaign 

Your financial gift this season 
may just be the lifeline that 
keeps a disconnected youth 
from moving into crisis or keeps 
a youth at-risk of disconnection 
from actually becoming 
disconnected. Any donation of 
any amount will help us 
continue to serve the youth of 
Hampton Roads and 
Southeastern Virginia and every 
donation matters. 

You can write a check to: the 
Together We Can Foundation 
and mail it to us at 5101 
Cleveland Street, Suite 305, 
Virginia Beach, VA 23462 or use 
the donation envelope 
attached. 

Even easier, you can visit our 
Website at 
www.twcfoundation.org and 
click the DONATE button. The 
new donation process has been 
streamlined to make it quick 
and easy to donate with a credit 
card and even make recurring 
donations, in case you’d like to 
make one of those nearly 
painless monthly donations 
and support our work year-
round. 

The Together We Can 
Foundation is a registered 501 
c3 nonprofit and your gift is 
fully tax deductible.
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